Daily Review Online - Local & Regiona News

The Daily Review

www.dailyreviewonline.com

INSIDEBAYAREA
Thursday, April 08, 2004

|
Site Search

Enter search term

Go>> |

Advanced Search

Marketplace
Real Estate

Rentals
Automotive
CareerSite
Coupons
Classifieds
Personals
Place an Ad
Online Store

News

The Araujo Trial
Local & Regional News
More Local News
The Peterson Trial
Breaking News (AP)
Photo Gallery
Lottery

Traffic

Weather

Obituaries

Sports
Raiders

A's

Baseball 2004
A's BRAND
Warriors

49ers

Giants

Sharks

Cal Sports
Stanford Sports

Prep Sports
Columnists

Turn2

Forgotten Times
Latest Scores

Business News
Oracle/PeopleSoft
Spotlight

ONLINE STORE

CAREERS

EMAIL ARTICLE

REAL ESTATE AUTO

Page 1l of 3

Too much w

CLASSIFIEDS

LINK TO ARTICLE

PRINT ARTICLE

Article Last Updated: Wednesday, April 07, 2004

Nonprofit proposes new
charter school

Facility would serve Hayward's most
underachieving students

By Ricci Graham, STAFF WRITER

HAYWARD -- A nonprofit group that
specializes in creating charter schools in
struggling systems throughout California is
pushing to do the same for the cash-strapped
Hayward Unified School District.

Representatives with the San Francisco-
based Leadership Public Schools has
proposed opening a charter school that would
target the most educationally and
academically disadvantaged students in
Hayward's 24,000-student system.

The proposed charter school would be the first
in the 36-campus district and would provide
an intimate learning environment for 450
students who have the greatest academic
needs, along with those on the lowest end of
the socioeconomic spectrum.

"We looked at Hayward Unified and we
believe we could add value by partnering with
the district to open up a high-quality small
public school," Mark Kushner, CEO of
Leadership Public School, said Tuesday.

"Our mission is to serve diverse and
traditionally under-served students by creating
an outstanding high school and preparing
students to succeed in college and become
community leaders."

The Hayward board of education was
scheduled to hold a public hearing on the
charter school petition, but Kushner said his
group requested a 30-day extension. The
district is expected to hold the hearing within
the next 30 days. Trustees are required to
decide whether to accept or reject the petition

-5:32:26 AM PST

OTHER ARTICLES

IN THIS SECTION
4/9/2004

- Assisted living

quarters to open

- Kerry camp taps

East Bay activist

- Rice ends
testimony in front

of 9/11 panel

- Students mourn
classmate Kkilled in
Iraqg

- Appeals court
reverses clean-air
ruling against MTC
- Oakland stands
against ban on
gay marriage

- Protest at Port of
Oakland marked
by calm, respect

- Caregivers,
disabled rall

- Rape, abuse
charges in Fresno
slayings

- Going extra
miles to help
education

- Prison lockdown
for gang members
lasted two years

- Arnold seeks
part-time
Legislature

- Amid corruption
probe, Hahn's
mayorship
targeted

- Wal-Mart won't
end bid to expand

http://www.dailyreviewonline.com/Stories/0,1413,88%7E10973%7E2068164,00.html

TRAVEL

Advertise | Subs«¢

Jobs H

OLD World Cr

$525,000,
3BD/2+BA

3517 Oak Kno

$419,000, 3|
1.5BA

All Listin

—
FIND T
PERFE
PABHI

# of Bedrooms

C1CoC
C 4+ C stuc

Monthly Rent F
$

$

Location:
[T Ssan Franc

[T EastBay
[T North Bay

4/8/2004



Daily Review Online - Local & Regional News

MondayBusiness.com
Sunday Feature

Op-Ed
Opinions/Editorial
Reader's Letters
Write a Letter
Talk Back

Bay Area Living
Berkeley Rep
Food

Games

Inside Out

Behind the Wheel
Movies Listings

TV Listings

Soap Opera Recaps
Travel

Horoscopes

Community
Bay Area Best
What's Up
Almanac

Special Reports
100 Years of Flight
Bond Series

Are We Safer Now?

Infill Housing

Education
STAR Scores
Great Schools

Teacher Support

Services
Subscribe
Vacation Hold
Change of Address
Delivery Services
Newsletters

About Us
Feedback

Contact Info

Job Opportunities
Place a Classified Ad

-

« HALFPRICE * ﬁ
comeuter BOOKS

Every book,
Every day,
ALWAYS on sale!

within 30 days of the hearing. in California

- Court overturns
award to dead
Ojai smoker

- Surfer killed in
shark attack off
Maui

Hayward administrators were in budget
meetings and were unavailable for comment
Tuesday.

However, Vernon Thompson, the director of
development for the group, said he has laid
the groundwork for the proposed charter - FAA issues its
school with district officials, and he believes first license for
they are receptive to creating a charter school. [rocket

- U.S. bombs
"The school district is struggling financially militants hiding
and looking for alternatives," Thompson said. |inside mosque

"This is a great alternative for the school
district."

If all goes smoothly, the school could open next year. "We don't know
when we're planning to open," Kushner said. "Most likely, it'll be
following the fall of 2005."

The petition by Leadership Public Schools would create a school that
would initially serve 150 freshmen and then be expanded to
accommodate 450 students. "We start with fresh-men only and build
a culture," Kushner said.

Kushner said charter schools have a long, successful track record. In
districts where the agency has worked to develop charter schools,
test scores at those campuses have steadily improved and the
college-acceptance rates have skyrocketed, he said.

The proposed campus would be prohibited from teaching religion and
discriminating against students. Most importantly, it would be free --
an important factor what with the Hayward district drowning in an
$8.5 million budget deficit.

Kushner said his agency will seek a $450,000 startup grant from the
state. The grant would be paid over a three-year period, he added.
The state money would be augmented by private donations and state
Average Daily Attendance (ADA) funds.

"The school can survive on its own at full size," Kushner said. "It's
designed to be sustainable with ADA (funds) once it is at full size."

Kushner said his agency would form a partnership with the district to
operate the charter school. The nonprofit group, however, would be
granted some autonomy to develop the curriculum and ensure
teachers receive the requisite training to work at the campus.

The proposed charter school could be placed on an existing campus
or housed in an independent facility. "We're open to whatever works
best for the district,” Kushner said.

If the petition is accepted by trustees, Hayward would join a long list
of struggling districts in the Bay Area that have partnered with
Leadership Public Schools, including West Contra Costa, Oakland
and East Side Union in San Jose. Kushner said he also was involved
in the formation of the charter school in San Francisco Unified School
District.

Ricci Graham covers Cal State Hayward, Chabot College and
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Hayward schools. He can be reached at (510) 293-2480 or
rgraham@angnewspapers.com .
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